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RONALD EDWARD BERTRAM 
Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.09 am] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Ronald Edward Bertram, and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

I rise today to inform the house of the sad passing of Ronald Edward Bertram, a former member of Parliament 
and minister during the Tonkin government; his family are in the public gallery today. Ronald Edward Bertram 
represented Mount Hawthorn and its successor seat of Balcatta for 21 years from 1968 to 1989. Although he 
served only briefly as a minister, he was a popular and electorally successful local member who enjoyed 
widespread community support. 

The son of a blacksmith and farrier, Ron Bertram was born in Inglewood in June 1924 and was educated locally 
at Perth Boys School. He worked as a law clerk and bookkeeper until 1943 when, aged 19, he enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Force. He served in Bougainville and Rabaul and was promoted to sergeant before his 
discharge in 1946. 
Ron Bertram studied accountancy and then law part time, working as an accountant and auditor, and being 
admitted as a legal practitioner in 1954. He married Lorna in 1953 and they raised a family of four sons. He was 
selected by the Australian Labor Party to contest the newly created North Metropolitan Province of the 
Legislative Council at the 1965 state election. With more than 50 000 electors in the component seats of 
Balcatta, Karrinyup, Wembley and Mount Hawthorn, he failed to unseat the Minister for Mines, Housing and 
Justice, Arthur Griffith, by some 7 000 votes. 
At the following election in 1968, Ron Bertram was endorsed to defend the seat of Mount Hawthorn, previously 
held by former Labor minister Bill Hegney. The seat had become highly marginal after a redistribution that 
added much of the suburb of Wembley. However, Ron Bertram comfortably retained Mount Hawthorn, the first 
of seven successive victories. After the 1971 election he was appointed as Attorney General and Minister for 
Railways in the Tonkin government, the first Western Australian Attorney General—as opposed to Minister for 
Justice—since 1962. However, after six months he resigned his portfolios as a result of ill health. This setback 
did not lessen his commitment to his electors, and at the 1974 election he defeated a determined Liberal 
challenge from the late Brian Foley. He then served as shadow Attorney General from 1974 until 1980. 
Ron Bertram’s electoral success continued in 1983 and 1986, when the Mount Hawthorn seat was moved 
northward and renamed Balcatta. In these two elections he gained large majorities of 63 per cent, retiring at the 
1989 election. His service to the Australian Labor Party resulted in life membership in 1984. In retirement, 
Ron Bertram continued his community involvement as a life member of the Returned and Services League of 
Australia, as president of the WA Epilepsy Association, and as auditor for numerous clubs and associations. 
Ron Bertram was a wonderful West Australian whose dedicated public service to this state over decades is 
undoubtedly a source of great pride to his family. On behalf of the Western Australian Parliament, I offer the 
deepest condolences of the state to his sons John, Ian, Allan and Gavin, and all members of the family. 
I met Ron Bertram only a couple of times, but when I did, I was impressed by how affable he was and how much 
he was admired by his constituents. He was, in my observation, a truly very popular and hardworking local 
member. Although I met him only a couple of times, if my memory serves me right he actually proposed a toast 
at my first wedding, so I thank him and his family for that! 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [9.13 am]: On the behalf of the state 
opposition and the Australian Labor Party, I pass on my condolences to the family of Ronald Bertram and thank 
them for coming along today to observe this condolence motion. I also thank Mr Bertram for his great 
contribution to Western Australia and the Parliament of Western Australia. 

Ron Bertram was born on 22 June 1924 in the suburb of Inglewood. He was the son of Walter, who was a 
blacksmith and farrier. In January 1953 he married Lorna Moore and together they raised John, Ian, Allan and 
Gavin Bertram. He studied accountancy before the Second World War, and on 21 June 1943, at the age of 19, he 
enlisted in the Australian Army. He was posted overseas to Bougainville and Rabaul, where he served with the 
3rd Australian Corps and participated in the efforts to liberate those areas from Japanese occupation. He served in 
headquarters and the advance ordnance depot and was promoted to sergeant on 2 May 1946, after the end of the 
war, and was discharged shortly thereafter. 

After the war he studied law and was called to the bar. In 1965 he ran for the North Metropolitan Province of the 
Legislative Council for the Australian Labor Party, but was unsuccessful. In 1968 he ran for the 
Legislativ  Assembly seat of Mount Hawthorn. Mount Hawthorn was then a new electorate and included parts of 
Wembley, Joondanna, North Perth and Osborne Park, and comprised roughly 12 550 constituents. He served as 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 27 November 2014] 

 p8973a-8976a 
Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Vincent Catania; Mr Chris Hatton; Mrs Michelle Roberts 

 [2] 

member for Mount Hawthorn from 1968 to 1983, before switching to the seat of Balcatta, which he represented 
from 1983 until his retirement at the 1989 state election. He was a minister in the Tonkin government, serving as 
Attorney General and Minister for Railways. 

Upon retirement he was much acknowledged by both the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition of the day as 
a great stalwart of Parliament and someone to be admired and respected. In fact, one of them referred to him as 
one of the “old brigade”, retiring in 1989 after 21 years of service. 

He was made a life member of the Australian Labor Party in 1984, and was also a life member of the 
Returned and Services League of Australia and continued his public service as president of the 
Western Australian Epilepsy Association. 

I read Mr Bertram’s maiden speech in Parliament made on 7 August, 1968, and he said a few things that 
appealed to me. First of all, it is readily apparent that he was a party man through and through, and was 
incredibly loyal to the Australian Labor Party, probably for his entire life. In that first speech he expressed great 
thanks to the Australian Labor Party for providing him with the opportunity to serve the people of 
Western Australia on behalf of the party whose objectives he supported. 

He also went on to talk about issues that concerned him, including broader issues in Western Australia that he 
thought needed to be resolved. I will give members a taste of the sorts of things that he was interested in, and for 
which he was probably ahead of his time. Firstly, he talked about the nature of democracy and the notion of one 
vote, one value. Of course, this was 1968, and one vote, one value was not achieved in the Legislative Assembly 
until 2005 or thereabouts, so he was ahead of his time in expressing his concern about ensuring that everyone 
had an equal vote in the Legislative Assembly. Secondly, he talked about amending the law to allow one spouse 
to sue another. At that time, the law did not allow that as a result of, as he described it, a “mediaeval legal 
fiction” that resulted in “grossly unfair consequences”, mainly to women in the community at that time. The 
third thing he talked about was criminal injuries compensation and how people who suffered grievous injury at 
the hands of another but who did not have anyone to pursue, needed some support, and he called for criminal 
injury compensation laws. He also called for the abolition of capital punishment, which eventually occurred in 
1984. I will quote another thing that he called for, which is an issue that perhaps has not been resolved as yet. He 
stated — 

Has any member the right to address this House at a time such as this without expressing his real 
concern, as I now do, about the price of residential land and the unavailability of housing 
accommodation? In a State such as ours, where only the merest fraction of the great land mass is 
occupied, and where the materials necessary for housing construction are in almost unlimited supply, it 
seems unbelievable that the price of residential land should be prohibitive, and that residential housing 
should fall so far behind the ordinary and proper requirements. 

He was ahead of his time on so many issues. He then talked about education and the provision of libraries in 
schools; apparently not every school had a library in those days. It was an extensive speech and covered a wide 
area of concern to the community. It was all about making sure everyone had a fair go in life and equal 
opportunity to share in the success of the state. 

Prior to today’s condolence motion, I called a few people who may have served with Ron Bertram—Eric Ripper, 
John Kobelke, and Tom Stephens, all people whose careers either abutted or overlapped Mr Bertram’s career in 
Parliament. I will tell members the sorts of things they said about him. They said he was a stalwart of the party; 
he was a party man and was always loyal to the Australian Labor Party. John Kobelke told me that Ron Bertram 
continued to help out after his retirement from Parliament. He said that upon leaving Parliament in 1980, if 
anyone needed help or assistance as a member of Parliament, they could call on Ron Bertram and he would be 
only too happy to help. John Kobelke said he was a very friendly person and a very humorous person who was 
very giving of his time. Many years later, people would come up to John Kobelke in the street and ask how 
Ron Bertram was going. Ron Bertram was very well respected in the electorate by people he had assisted over 
time. Tom Stephens told me that Ron Bertram would be described as a left-winger in the humanist tradition, 
which is very much Tom Stephens–speak. He was a social reformer, as his first speech indicated. He cared about 
social reforms and improving society, and making sure that everyone had a fair go in life. Tom Stephens told me 
that for the seven or eight years that his career overlapped Ron Bertram’s in Parliament they shared some views, 
but Ron may well have regarded Tom as somewhat of a conservative reactionary. Mr Bertram had very different 
views on issues such as voluntary euthanasia and abortion from Tom Stephens and they would engage in friendly 
yet constructive debates about those issues. He said that Mr Bertram was very concerned about bioethical issues, 
and came at those issues from the humanist tradition. He also said, as was the wont of that generation, he was 
very loyal to the party and the Labor movement. In regard to his personal conduct, he was full of good humour 
and respectful. Tom said that Ron Bertram’s strongest support at a personal level was for Mal Bryce, the former 
Deputy Premier. He was very much loyal to Mal Bryce, who we know is also at the moment quite ill. 
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Ron Bertram was always very supportive of and loyal to Mal Bryce, and I think Mal was very supportive of 
Ron Bertram. 

I thank Mr Bertram’s family for coming along. I thank them for allowing their father to make such a great 
contribution to Parliament and the people of Western Australia. 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [9.22 am]: I rise on behalf of the National Party to support the 
condolence motion for Ron Bertram. For his entire life, Ron Bertram played a part in the community in the 
northern suburbs of Perth; he dedicated his life to his community. He was born in Inglewood in 1924 and was 
educated locally. After three years in the Army during the Second World War, he returned to Perth as a lawyer 
and accountant before being elected as the member for Mount Hawthorn, retiring as the member for Balcatta. 

My father had the great privilege of managing Ron’s last campaign for the seat of Balcatta. He soon became my 
father’s mentor. My father was then endorsed for the seat of Balcatta after Ron’s retirement in 1989. He taught 
my father to always be courteous in what he said, wrote or promised. He would repeat constantly, “Dot your i’s 
and cross your t’s and don’t promise if you can’t deliver.” Ron made a contribution to my father’s maiden 
speech 25 years ago in this chamber in which he suggested that people had a right to receive an honest day’s pay 
for an honest day’s work, that the worker had the right to be represented, that equality and opportunity were the 
right of all members of our society, and that a right to education and obeying the law were important ingredients 
for a good society. He was also passionate about a sustainable environment and believed that the wealth of our 
state and nation would last longer if we protected and cared for our land. 

People also would have known Ron as a mad East Perth Royals fan. Given the electorate that he represented, that 
would not have curried favour with too many of his constituents, who would all be West Perth fans, so it was 
amazing that he kept his vote very high considering his parting phrase to people was always, “Up the Royals!” 

People who knew Ron will remember how precise and fastidious he was in letter writing. He was well known for 
producing free last will and testaments for his constituents. I would always see my father writing out wills for all 
the constituents who would come to him, carrying on the legacy that Ron Bertram had created of providing free 
wills. Even today, a lot of people come to my father to get him to do these free wills, carrying on the legacy set 
by Ron Bertram in his former electorate of Balcatta. 

Ron lived to the ripe old age of 90 years. I got this quote from my father when he spoke at Ron’s funeral 
yesterday. He said that if Ron could comment on this milestone, we would hear him say, “It’s a good innings and 
you’ve got to be happy with that.” I think that sums up his character. 

I had the great privilege of working on a polling booth with him against the Deputy Premier in the seat of 
Yokine. I had the pleasure of sitting there all day talking to Ron. It was probably that conversation that shaped 
my way into politics. How he treated people and his constituents set the scene for my political career, as well as 
my father’s. 
To John, Ian, Allan, Gavin, and the rest of Ron’s family, I want to pass on sincere condolences on behalf of not 
only the National Party but also my father, who succeeded your father in the seat of Balcatta. 
MR C.D. HATTON (Balcatta) [9.27 am]: I rise here today to mark the passing of a former member for 
Balcatta, the electorate that I represent. I extend my sympathy and that of the house and Parliament to the family 
and friends of the late Ronald Bertram. 
Ronald entered the political arena as an elected member in 1968 representing the electorate of Mount Hawthorn 
until 1983. From 1983 to 1989, Ronald represented the Balcatta electorate, following a redistribution. Ronald’s 
parliamentary service spanned 20 years. During that time of service, as a member of the Labor Party he held the 
esteemed positions of Attorney General, shadow Attorney General and Minister for Railways. Although I am of 
a different generation of politicians, I certainly am of the understanding that many, many good people have 
passed through the doors of this chamber before me. I believe that Ronald Bertram was one of those people who 
have contributed so much to the people of Western Australia. His parliamentary duties, outside office and in his 
electorates, included a commitment to committees and delegations in a number of capacities. 

I note here today that Ronald’s long political career was no doubt testament to his ideals, vision and passion to 
get things done. I recently had the privilege of reading his maiden speech and I pay some further note here to 
a reference in his maiden speech to speeding up legislation rather than delaying it, and to anticipating situations 
that may arise and legislating for them accordingly. I am sure that such words will always echo in this chamber. 
It is evident to me than Ronald Bertram was more than a dedicated member of Parliament: he also enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Force during World War II serving overseas for his country. He was also a former 
accountant, auditor and legal practitioner. 
I conclude here today by again acknowledging in this house the life and passing of Ronald Bertram as a former 
member for Balcatta and as a person of dedicated service to Western Australia and to his country.  
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MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [9.29 am]: I want to put a few brief comments on the record. I would like to 
add my condolences to Ron’s four sons and to other members of his family. He clearly made an outstanding 
contribution to community life in Western Australia and to the Parliament of Western Australia. As has already 
been noted, he was a very loyal servant of the Western Australian Labor Party and he lived a very long and 
fruitful life to the age of 90 years, and, as has been reflected, 90 years is a good innings. 

After Ron retired from Parliament, he was wont to write to people. I had the privilege in my first term in 
Parliament of representing some of the suburbs that Ron represented when he was in Parliament. Suburbs such 
as Mt Hawthorn, Wembley and North Perth were in the former seat of the Glendalough, which I represented in 
my first term. I was also the recipient of a couple of lengthy and exceedingly well written letters from Ron on 
a couple of different topics. Even after he left Parliament, he certainly kept up a very strong interest in civic life 
and was very pleased to contribute in whatever way he could. His family can be very proud of his achievements 
and the life that he lived. 
The SPEAKER: I ask all members to stand for a minute’s silence to carry the motion. 
Question passed; members standing. 
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